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WASHINGTON, DC (June 30, 2021) – As Pride celebrations started throughout the country earlier this 

month, the internet burst into a colorful array of rainbow logos and Pride month proclamations for 

inclusivity, equality, and positive change. As a queer person, it brings me great joy seeing the loving 

acceptance and celebration of our community. The queer rights movement has come a long way in the 

decades since it began, but flags and parades alone won’t solve our country’s deeply rooted, systemic 

inequities and injustices.  

Like the onslaught of June 1st rainbows celebrating Pride, a familiar feeling also overcomes me -- sadness 

- a June gloom, if you will. In the nearly two decades since I came out as a member of the LGBTQ 

community, I’ve watched the queer rights movement grow and shift from one of internal celebration, 

community, and a fight for equality, to one that is commercialized and corporatized. It feels as though 

we’ve lost our way, straying from the original goal of the liberation of all people. The investment in Pride 

is powerful and enables visibility for our community, but visibility can’t be the only goal of the 

movement, and it can’t obscure the very real fight against hate that members of our community face every 

day. 

It may be easy to sit back and celebrate how far we have come and enjoy Pride as queer folks and allies, 

but we also must recognize that there are still many people living in fear in our country. Fear that they 

will be the victim of the identity-based extremism we have seen grow so fast and that has been stoked at 

the highest levels of our nation’s leadership. Every day in America, we hear of another mass shooting 

somewhere in our country--in our workplaces, our schools, our places of worship, our grocery stores, 

everyday places we deserve to feel safe. Or, we get news of another instance of an innocent person being 

attacked because of how they look, speak, act, or how they worship.   

Too many of these incidents of violence are motivated by, and rooted in, identity-based extremism - white 

nationalism, xenophobia, and antisemitism to be more precise - and are perpetuated and incited by hateful 

rhetoric that is pervasive in every part of our lives. This hate has been festering in our country since our 

very inception.   

Following the insurrection in our nation’s capital, Minority Vets, the organization I have the honor of 

leading, released a statement that read, “As a country, we sit on the precipice of the greatest threat our 

republic has faced since the Civil War. We are tearing at the seams and, through it all, members of the 

military and veteran community have been in full-frame.” This wasn’t hyperbole, we see every single day 

the consequences of our apathy towards the rising number of hate crimes in our communities. It couldn’t 

be clearer at this moment that we are truly facing a crisis of conscience and moral obligation to fight 

extremism wherever it happens, even if it’s here at home. It’s what so many of us swore the oath for, but 

what are we doing about it? For most - very little, if anything at all.  



 

 Last year, amid Pride month and on the heels of the murder of George Floyd, dedicated members 

of the the queer community came together and insisted on showing up -- not solely with words, but with 

actions. To do something--anything--to build community and push for action during a chaotic and 

uncertain time. That’s when Richmond’s Stonewall Rising: LGBTQ March for Black Lives was born. 

Working with this group of incredible organizers, I felt a familiar feeling -- hope and pride. It was the first 

time in years that I felt like our movement had a greater purpose and that the meaning of intersectionality 

had become clear to the greater public. It was so refreshing to hear people talking about racial justice in 

the movement and the world more broadly for the first time in the larger LGBTQ community. This 

progress was a good start, but it was just that...a beginning point. It’s our responsibility to continue this 

work and to do it together, as a united force.  

As an activist, organizer, and human, I’ve had my fair share of moments in the last four years where it’s 

been easy to dehumanize folks that don’t agree with me or hold opinions that fall outside of my take on an 

issue. We’ve all been there, but our collective lived experiences require us to rise above and put in the 

hard work to deny those who aim to divide the opportunity to do so. Our movement was sparked out of a 

necessity to end the hate and discrimination we face. The spark of our movement, and unfortunately, the 

hate that plagues our country at this time continues to grow, demanding us to understand that 

intersectionality is the heart and origin story of our community.  

Like so many times before, it’s up to us to be the driving force behind real, tangible change. That requires 

action.  

We cannot look away from the fight for Black lives if we’re going to be the generation to end systemic 

racism, police brutality, and indorsed violence. The fight to end qualified immunity, to invest in social 

services rather than militarization, and to end the prison industrial complex as we know it, won’t succeed 

without diligent and sustained, people-powered movements.  

We must continue to support the Jewish community by rejecting the antisemitic rhetoric that has fueled a 

spike in hate crimes. The state-sanctioned violence and fighting of faraway leaders do not represent the 

views of the Palestinian and Jewish communities that exist across our country and we cannot hold them 

responsible for the actions of those leaders. Attacks on Jewish American people here at home cannot be 

legitimized by outbreaks of war thousands of miles away. The same goes for Palestinian Americans. You 

can believe that change is necessary without demonizing either side. You can believe in self-

determination as a right of Indigenous peoples without resorting domestic terrorism as an expression. Our 

Jewish friends are scared. Our Palestinian friends are unsure of how they can support and protect their 

families in Gaza. It is on us to come together, not just as Americans, but as humans.  We can support the 

Palestinian people without dehumanizing Jewish people in the process, and vice versa.  

We must stand with, and in defense of, the Asian American community that also faced a rise in identity-

based violence after our nation’s leaders perpetuated hate-based rhetoric that placed blame on Asian folks 

for the outbreak of COVID-19, and continues to deal with the after effects. Mass shootings and outbreaks 

of violence have since been linked to hate crimes against Asian Americans and in Asian-owned 

businesses. This violence will most certainly continue to boil over as our country returns to public spaces 

and gathers again in-person.  

It is our responsibility to protect each other. It is our responsibility to end the hateful rhetoric that 

perpetuates violence. Our ancestors put decades of organizing in so we could continue this fight. It’s that 

simple. Our movement must be intersectional or it is not a movement focused on liberation. A true 

liberation movement recognizes that our futures and lives are intertwined, and that if one of us is 

oppressed, marginalized, or fears identity-based violence, we all do. There is, indeed, more work to be 

done to achieve our goals.  



 

### 

Minority Veterans of America (MVA) is a non-partisan, non-profit organization that was designed to 

create belonging and advance equity and justice for underrepresented veterans, including BIPOC, 

women, LGBTQ, and religious minority veterans. The organization aims to transform the narrative of the 

American veteran by building an interconnected community, fostering greater understanding of our 

memberships’ identities, and serving minority veterans through the development of targeted 

programming and advocacy. For more information, visit www.minorityvets.org. 

 


